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NBTC Annual  

General Meeting  

Rockway Community Centre, Pelham Road  

Sunday, April 29, 2012  

 2:00 PM hike  

 4:00 PM meeting  

5:00 PM barbecue ($5 per person)  

For more information,  

contact Merle Richards:  

905-685-6984 or merle.richards@sympatico.ca  

have been planned. Please check the BTC website for 

descriptions of these events.  

Since Niagaraôs own 50th anniversary occurs in 2014, 

we plan to hold our celebrations in that year. More imme-

diately, we look forward to holding the Bruce Trail AGM 

here next year, in October 2013. As all the clubs and the 

central office will send delegates, this will be a grand 

occasion, and we will need volunteers both for a planning 

committee and for the actual event. Please let us know if 

you can help in any way. 

Malcolmson Eco -Park   
According to Greg Eckhardt, of Friends of Malcolmson 

Park, ñWe desperately need a group of knowledgeable 

adults to work alongside our tree expert, Frank Hardy, in 

the removal of invasive species of plants. If we could get 

approximately 12 volunteers, they could make a great 

improvement to our forest.ò  

The event has been scheduled for Saturday, April 21, 

from 8:00ï12:00 and also includes the annual native-

species plant sale. Any help on this day would be greatly 

appreciated. 

Get well soon  
Al Stevenson was hospitalized after a stroke. We are 

pleased that Al is out of the hospital and are looking 

forward to seeing him again soon. 

Thanks to our retiring board members  
Several members are retiring from the board. We thank 

them for their diligent contributions that have made our 

Club function effectively and ensured that all members are 

well served. Thanks and best wishes to you all.   Merle 

Richards 

Presidentôs message  
Our rather strange winter hiking weather has encouraged 

good attendance at our walks, and Iôve enjoyed getting to 

know some of you better.  

Your executive has been busy; lots of items follow: 

many of them ask you for a little time and participation. For 

those who can offer more, we will welcome new board and 

committee members. 

Some people wonder how the Bruce Trail Conservancy 

spends its money. All contributions designated by donors 

are spent as directed. When the purpose of a donation is not 

specified, 70% goes toward land acquisition and 30% 

toward operating costs. The head office runs a lean opera-

tion, and you may be sure that funds are not wasted. 

NBTC Website and communications   
Webmaster Gord Lyon has updated the NBTC Website to 

include an events page. As well, a messaging system is now 

in place so that announcements can easily be sent to all the 

membership.  

We are pleased, too, that many members are now 

receiving The Grapevine electronically, saving the Club the 

expense of surface mail. However, if you have opted to 

continue to receive paper copies, that remains entirely 

acceptable. 

Special hikes  
Fort to Fort, April 14 & 15; organizer: Lynda Bonnar  

End to End, May 19-21; organizer: Dan Wilson  

Laura Secord, June 23; organizer: Marion Roggebond 

Volunteers are needed for checkpoints along the routes. 

If you would like to donate a few hours, we will be glad of 

your contribution. This year, the Club will provide some 

funds for food and drink at the checkpoints so that 

volunteers will not bear the whole expense.  

Also, Trails Open activities will be advertised along 

with the Ontario Doors Open events. We will provide a 

hike for beginners as well as our regular hikes on the 

weekend of June 15ï17.  

Notice of NBTC bylaw change  
The board has approved a motion to remove from the 

executive the named position of assistant landowner 

relations and to replace this with a director-at-large 

position. This will be brought to the membership for 

approval at the AGM on April 29. 

Future events  
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Bruce Trail 

Conservancy, so several events, including special hikes, 
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Cindy Cwiertniewski, centre, addresses the crowd as Merle 
Richards, left, and Johanna Valencic, right, look on   (Photo by Jim 
Gibson) 

We need you  
Hereôs your chance to help run the Clubôs affairs, meet 

people and have fun. At the Annual General Meeting on 

April 29, three long-serving members of our board will be 

retiring from their positions:   

Å Dean Douglas, Director, Media Relations 

<deanod33@sympatico.ca> 

Å Paul Hutchinson, Newsletter Editor 

<slabtown@cogeco.ca> 

Å David Waller, (Acting) Director, Trail Development and 

Maintenance <waller@talkwireless.ca> 

Our board meets monthly from September through June. 

The time commitment is typically a few hours a month, and 

new board members will get help from other experienced 

members in carrying out their roles, as well as help from 

Bruce Trail Conservancy staff. 

The main duties of the positions are as follows: 

Director, Media Relations: Responsible for communi-

cating the Clubôs activities to the public through the use of 

media, announcements and advertising, for co-ordinating 

Club attendance at community events, etc. 

Newsletter Editor: Responsible for organizing material 

provided by others for the Club newsletter and for 

arranging for its distribution to members. 

Director,Trail Development and Maintenance: 

Responsible for the planning, maintenance and overall 

quality of the Trail in the Clubôs section, and for the overall 

organization and operation of the Trail work through a team 

of trail captains. 

Please help us find people for these positions. You 

might be interested yourself, you might have a friend who, 

you feel, is just the right person to fill the vacancy, or you 

might have other suggestions for candidates.  

April will be here more quickly than we realize. Donôt 

hold backðvolunteer now! Please contact me as soon as 

possible so that we can ensure a full slate of candidates for 

the AGM.  Trudy Senesi, Past President and Chair, 

Nominating Committee <trudykp@becon.org> or 

<niagarabrucetrailclub@gmail.com> 

Cub Scout hike  
Each year our Club is asked by various groups to lead 

hikes. This year one of them was the 40th St. Catharines 

Cub ScoutsðMountainview. Parents, leaders and 14 cubs 

joined Lou Gaudier, Bill Russell and me for a hike on one 

of our favourite sections of the Trailðthe area around 

DeCew Road. It was a fun day and nice to see many 

younger faces out on the Trail. You can imagine our 

surprise when we three received a badge for this outing. It 

seems cub scouts also give out badges for completion of 

certain hikes.  Trudy Senesi, Past President 

Thank you, PenFinancial  
The 2011 Landownersô Dinner was generously sponsored 

by PenFinancial with a donation of $500. Cindy 

Cwiertniewski and Johanna Valencic  from the Lake Street 

Credit Union branch presented the door prizes. More than 

130 people were at the Rockway Community Centre, with 

enough food for double that number. 

The dinner continues to be a popular way to acknow-

ledge our appreciation to the more than 60 landowners who 

allow the Bruce Trail to cross their properties. Mark your 

calendar for the this yearôs dinner: Saturday, November 3.  

Ted Tennant, Treasurer 

Checkpoint volunteers wanted  
The Niagara Bruce Trail Club is fortunate to have three 

dynamic special-event hikes. This year they will be held on 

the following dates: 

Fort -to-Fort , April 14 and 15; organizer: Lynda Bonnar 

(905-227-8220 or niagarabrucetrailclub@gmail.com) 

End-to-End, May 19-21; organizer: Dan Wilson (905-262-

0633 or dkw1@sympatico.ca) 

Laura Secord, June 23; organizer: Marion Roggeband 

(289-235-7584 or marrog@hotmail.com) 

During these popular hikes, our Club has developed a 

reputation of being hospitable and welcoming. This reputa-

tion is due to our engaging volunteers who have managed 

the checkpoints. We are looking for volunteers to continue 

to deliver this high-quality service.  

As a volunteer, you will act as a host for a specific 

checkpoint, managing the food table, checking off hikers 

and acting as emergency back-up if a hiker is unable to 

finish. Our hikers appreciate any food and drink that is 

offered. There are usually two or three volunteers per 

checkpoint. 

Please consider participating in this important task by 

calling the organizers listed above.  Margaret Northfield, 

Hike Co-ordinator 

In accordance with a new policy of the Bruce Trail 

Conservancy, The Grapevine will no longer be publishing 

names of new members. 



 Spring 2012  The Niagara Bruce Trail Club Grapevine  3 

Margaret Northfield serves hot cider to the hikers who turned out 
for her Niagara Falls Loop hike on December 24   (Photo by Des 
Bishop) 

Thursday -morning hikes have become increasingly popular during the last couple of years. Participants meet in Jordan Hollow, acr oss from 
Butterballôs Restaurant (2980 King Street) for a hike of an hour and a half or so. Hikers on December 8 posed for a group photo:  (left to right, 
back) Ed Borowski, Georgette Weisz, Vince Zvonar, Rick Waters, Phillip Henderson, Bill Russell, Charo Cuervo, Bob Fish, Des B ish op, Joe 
Mergl, Bob Balint; (left to right, front) Kathy Rose, Mary Ann Fischer, Mary Williams, Pat Cicci, Barb Henderson  (Photo by Des Bishop) 

New hikes, old hikes, tough hikes, slow hikes  
Hiking is what gets us outside. It is one of the things we 

love most about the Bruce Trail, keeping us ñClose to 

Nature, Close to Home.ò Sometimes our favourite hike 

ambles off the schedule or a new trail has been created that 

A winner here in Niagara  
This past year, the Bruce Trail Conservancy held a Bruce 

Trail Heritage Tree Scavenger Hunt contest. In honour of 

the International Year of Forests, 16 amazing tree sites 

along the Bruce Trail were identified, and people were 

asked to locate them. 

At each site, there was a tree or grove of trees that are 

particularly remarkable for their size, age, species, or the 

story they tell, along with a sign with a code word. One had 

to record the code word and submit it to the Bruce Trail 

Conservancy. The first 10 people to submit 10 code words 

would win a $50 gift card from Mountain Equipment 

Co-op. 

Margaret Northfield (our hike co-ordinator) and her 

husband, John, completed the hunt, and she received her 

gift certificate in time to enjoy Christmas shopping. Con-

gratulations, Margaret.  Trudy Senesi, Past President 

would make a great addition to the schedule. Perhaps you 

would even like to lead a hike yourself. Contact me at 

<northfields@sympatico.ca> with your ideas, and I will try 

to accommodate you in future schedules.  Margaret 

Northfield, Hike Co-ordinator 
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President  
Merle Richards, 905-685-6984 

merle.richards@sympatico.ca 

Vice-President  
Barbara Henderson, 905-386-6543 

barb.a.henderson@gmail.com  

Past President  
Trudy Senesi, 905-935-9777 

trudykp@becon.org 

Treasurer  
Ted Tennant, 905-397-5913 

ted.tennant@cogeco.ca  

Secretary  
Barbara Waller, 905-468-8484 

bwaller@talkwireless.ca 

Landowner Relations Director  
Denise Bradden, 905-688-4841 

denisebradden@gmail.com 

L.R. Assistant Director  
Office vacant 

Land Stewardship Director  
Chris Ennever, 905-938-2018 

chrisrevenne@sympatico.ca  

BTC Board Representative  
Trudy Senesi, 905-935-9777 

trudykp@becon.org 

Trail Maintenance Director  
Office vacant 

Temporary contact: David Waller 

waller@talkwireless.ca 

Social Convenor  
Bernice Thiessen, 905-684-0085 

bthiessen@becon.org 

Hike Co -ordinator  
Margaret Northfield, 905-354-0188 

northfields@sympatico.ca 

Director -at-Large  
Gord Lyon, 905-682-1409 

lyon_gordon@hotmail.com 

Membership and Volunteer 
Co-ordinator  
Auggie McGloin, 905-353-9172 

auggiemcgloin@yahoo.ca 

 

 

Media Relations Director  
Dean Douglas, 905-934-2722 

deanod33@sympatico.ca 

Archivist  
Steve Stevenson, 905-935-5857 

asteven1@becon.org 

Newsletter Editor  
Paul Hutchinson, 905-227-2699 

slabtown@cogeco.ca 

Niagara Bruce Trail Club, Box 176, Niagara -on-the-Lake, ON L0S 1J0   niagarabrucetrailclub@gmail.com  

Deadlines  

Newsletter: April 30, July 31, 

October 31, January 31 

Hike schedule: April 15, July 15, 

October 15, January 15 

Shah Khan leads a group through Short Hills Provincial Park on a Saturday hike, 

January 21  (Photo by Des Bishop) 

Nominations to NBTC board 

of directors  
All members are eligible to be considered for 

a position of director. 

 Nominations for directors may be made 

by any member (in addition to the slate 

recommended by the nominating committee).  

Such nominations shall be in writing, accom-

panied by the nomineeôs confirmation of 

willingness to serve, and received by the 

nominating committee at least five days 

before the annual general meeting, which will 

be held on Sunday, April 29, 2012, at 

Rockway Community Centre, 2021 Pelham 

Road.  

Please send nominations to Trudy Senesi, 

Chair, Nominating Committee, NBTC, #84ð

77 Linwell Rd., St. Catharines, ON  L2N 6R1, 

or email <trudykp@becon.org>.  Trudy 

Senesi, Past President 

Fort -to-Fort Hike  
Saturday, April 14, and Sunday, April 15  

Take a hike along the beautiful Niagara 

Parkway, starting at Fort George in Niagara-

on-the-Lake and ending at Old Fort Erie in 

Fort Erie. Sir Winston Churchill called this 

route ñthe prettiest Sunday afternoon drive in 

the world.ò 

You have an opportunity to enjoy it on 

foot, covering 27 km the first day and 29 the 

second. There will be plenty to see and 

several checkpoints with a variety of snacks.  

Registration costs $10 per day or $20 for 

the full event. To register, send a cheque 

payable to Niagara Bruce Trail Club and mail 

it to Lynda Bonnar, 50 Welland Street South, 

Thorold, ON  L2V 2B5. Her phone number is 

905-227-8220.  Margaret Northfield, Hike 

Co-ordinator 

To find the universal elements enough; to find the air and the water 

exhilarating; to be refreshed by a morning walk or an evening saunter; 

to be thrilled by the stars at night; to be elated over a birdôs nest or a 

wildflower in springðthese are some of the rewards of the simple life.  

John Burroughs, American naturalist, 1837-1921 


