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Close to nature.
Close to home.

Canada Day pig roast a huge success
Some 174 people attended
it was a perfect day in every respect. The weather was
sunny, about 29° C., and the leafy shade trees at Andylaj8
kept everyone comfortable except maybe Vince Zvonar g
Pete Kalogeropoulos, who tended the three fire pits over
which the pigs turned on spits (see photo by Des Bishop
right). Andy and Domenica Panko were on the job every
minute anticipating the logistical needs. Andy briefed Lo
Gaudier, Barry Leighton and Tys Murre at 3€don
parking, and they parked some 60 cars along Concessio
Road 6 and Warner Road and 12 cars near the family
garage.

Guests entered Andyland from the Concession Road © — =
entrance and were welcomed by Mary Leighton, Joyce PTr esi dent 6 s message
Herridge and Carol Taylor. Guests proceeded by the bar Adter a muddy, soggy spring, we welcomed summer with a
enjoy, if desired, a cold beer or glass of wine served by feast on July & a pig roast to raise funds for the NBTC.
Dean Douglas and Everett Collins. The St. Catharines Members and friends enjoyed a sunny day in the garden of
Collegiate Jazz Quintet played a wide selection of familiaAndy and Domenica Panko. They and all the other many
and listenable music throughout the day. (I especially liketklpers deserve our thanks. (Check out the entry on
AUp a Lazy Rivero whil e t &dcdbdok)g wi th the parking tear

Bernice Thiessends food s Asyouepresidentd hage pantecipebed in sevefak om o
Club, happy to pitch in. She had done a superb job of  outreach efforts and have been surprised by the
buying the supplies and organizing the food table. In misconceptions surrounding the Bruce Trail and the Club.
addition to the roast pig, the menu included veggie burgelany people imagine that the Trail is owned and protected
watermelon, various salads, delicious condiments, desselly the government; they are astonished to hear that over
coffee and tea. half of it still crosses private property or roadways. We

Merle Richards, our president, and Beth Kimmling, need to explain that the part that has been secured thus far
CEO of the Bruce Trail Conservancy, gave brief addressésis been made possible by donations to the Conservancy,
that were much appreciated. The 50/50 tickets were soldvlyich acts as a land trust for the escarpment trail.
Ted Tennant and Barb Henderson, and the winner turned Our fundraising, however, is not just for land
out to be mé a pleasant surprise! acquisition but also for maintenance of the trails and the

Behind the scenes and leading up to the event, Trudyhead offices. As always, the trailaintenance team is our
Senesi had worked tirelessly in arranging donations fromfront line; they make the entire hiking enterprise possible
Cave Spring Cellars Winery, Heinz Foods and the BTC. by enabling the rest of us to walk in safety. Several have
Margaret Kalogeropoulos sold 63 of the 160 tickets fulfilled their duties for a long time and wish to be
purchased. We have just heard that Enbridge is donatingreplaced. Our hike leaders have also given devoted service,
$500 towards the event, and that amount is included in ourost of them for many years. Some are now spending
profit figure. Our thanks go to Enbridge as well. winters in southern climes, so we will soon need new

Others not mentioned here also helped, but | just wanv@dunteers to learn the trails and lead the hikes. BTC will
stress the generosity shown by Andy and Domenica and phevide hike leader training, and | hope several people will

lengths they went to ensuring that everyone had an take advantage of the opportunity.

enjoyable day. There will be many other ways to serve in the next few
It was a fundraiser, yes; the profit was $3000. It was Yyears: our editor, Paul Hutchinson, will finish his term this

also a great gdbgether for a hiking club that cares spring and would welcome a replacement. David Waller,

passionately about securing a corridor along the entire  Acting Director of Trail Maintenance, will also complete
length of the Niagara Escarpment. Thanks to all who  his term. New faces and talents will be received with
attended. Each played a part in the success of the day. enthusias@ddo | et us know how you
Keith Rae, Pig Roast Coordinator Happy trails to you all. Merle Richards



Hiking 101 Niagara spring weather fallout 9 trail
The Niagara Bruce Trail Club offers hikes, led by gang to the rescue!

volunteers, _of varied lengths a_lnd difficulty. This faI_I Our  With this recent hot and dry weather it is easy to forget that
club is offering a seriesydnadah sty watiaftwindy SpHrly thi@ yedr Orneh 1 |
members and their friends. Our aim is to introduce peopl@ompination of wet ground and high winds took its toll on
to hiking and show how enjoyable the activity can be.  many parts of our piece of the Trail, with fallen trees on
Hikes will be approximately 172 hours long and will be gjmost all sections. Thanks to the diligence of all our trail
held on three of our most popular sections of the Trail: captains (particularly Vince Zvonar and his chainsaw
1. Sunday, September 11, Wetland Ridge Side Trail helpers, including Dave Walters, Jim Gibson, Tys Murre
(meet at the parking lot by the greenhouse, Niagara and Everett Collins), disruption to safe hiking was minimal.

College, Taylor Road) We estimate that more than 60 trees fell across the Trail.
2. Sunday, October 16, Short Hills Provincial Park Beforeandafter examples of the size of the challenges
(meet at the parking lot on Pelham Road) are illustrated below:

3. Sunday, November 6Bailey Bridge, Jordan
(meet at the parking lot)

All hikes will begin at 2:0(Pm. Please wear appropriate
footwear, and bring a water bottle.

If you or your family or friends want to get to know the
ins and outs of hiking, please contact Trudy Senesi at 9
9359777 or aktrudykp@becon.org>Dan Wilson

e

Vince Zvonar (left) and Dave Walters survey some formidable im
pedi ments on the Trail (RhetabyDdvidWalenenods |
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Everett Collins, Dean Douglas and David Waller (l. to r.) ready to
serve beer and wine at the pig roast  (Photo by Des Bishop)

A call for hike leaders

The most difficult part of scheduling our hikes is finding
people to lead them. We have wonderful and dedicated |
volunteers, but because of summer vacations, winter
get aways, il l nesses, i nju
find a hike leader for every hike (and not burn out the ong
we already have).

So if you are familiar with our trails and the hikes we
dod or have some new hikes that you'd be interested in
leading and are looking for a way to be more active in th
Clubd please contact me at <dkwl@sympatico.ca> or 9(
2620633 or Lynda Bonner at 9g&27-8220. P e 4 . <

Leading is not particularly difficut you just Vince wins the day at another nearby site.  (Photo by David Waller)
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| i_ntroduce yoursel f at \}Va{l]le(?,TriI Bt N T N Q ,
outline the length and pace
i have the hikers introduce themselyves
i designate a sweep Bruce Trail Day
i set the pace and moni tjor Sunday, October 2, Niagara College greenhouse
And, most important, make sure the number of hikers yo A Refreshments
started out with equals the number at the end of the hik A M-ikes for newcomers from 12:00 noon
Doné6t ocwe 6sshyye happy to aveA YCOwbalpPMpearatt @f 0@ ur
team. Thanks!Dan Wilson

2 The Niagara Bruce Trail Club Grapevine Fall 2011




Jim Rainforth
January 27, 1936 i June 23, 2011

Jim Rainforth
Niagara Bruce Trail Club for many years. He was a past
president of the Club.

Perhaps his most memorable contribution was the
cul mination of 30 yearsbo
completion of the Sand Plant Hill Footbridge at

Mountainview Road in Niagara Falls. The Trail crossed tif§

QEW at ground level for years. Expansion of the QEW
resulted in prohibiting pedestrian traffic, and the Trail wa
eventually rerouted on to roads.

Jim worked with representatives from the Ministry of
Transport, regional government, CN Rail, the Bruce Tralil

Conservancy, and the Branscombe Family Foundation of

this project for years and managed to secure guaranteed

funding of $450,000. The pedestrian bridge was officially hikes he led in the Beamsville area

opened on June 22, 2008, and provides a safe route for
Bruce Trail across the QEW.

Jim continued to contribute in many ways: He was a
trail maintenance worker; hike leader, particularly in the
Beamsville area of the Trail; and generous supporter of
public relations and social endeavors by contributing
seasonal fruit from the Beamsville area. Jim was always
quietly ready to offer advice when asked. He was a grea
resource for those following in his footsteps. In October
2008 he was recognized by the Town of Lincoln for his
community and environmental work.

Sadly, Jim was predeceased by his wife, Christina, o]
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Jim Rainforth leading the way up a steep incline on one of the many
(Photo by Des Bishop)
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We know that you would all love
save trees. i
We also know that you are all very |
UiSo starting with the winter editidivel

Grapevingf we have younmsall
address, you will receive the newsletter electronjcally
unless you advise us that you still wish to receivg the
paper version.

To let us know that you still want papeil es at
<niagarabrucetrailclub@gmail.com>.

June 3, 2011Margaret Kalogeropoulos

Part of the crowd at the pig roast on July 1 (Photo by Des Bishop)

Fall 2011

The Niagara Bruce Trail Club Grapevine




